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Although it sometimes feels like I have been on SNCAôs board forever, I know there 
are many of you who remember the entirety of our organizationôs history.  The so-
ciety founded in 1983 now has over 200 members representing almost 60 institu-
tions, holds annual multi -day conferences with triple -digit attendance, sponsors 
year - round socials and educational workshops, and publishes a peer - reviewed jour-

nal, to name a few of our activities.  We have a listserv, a Facebook page, a Twitter 
account -- and a healthy bank account as well.  Iôm sure if we polled those of you 
who participated in founding the Society of North Carolina Archivists, many would 
admit that those developments were difficult to envision 30 years ago!  

Despite the changes and expansion of our membership, activities, and budget, 
SNCAôs governing documents have not had significant revisions. With the notable 
recent exception of appointment of an Archives Week chair, the composition of the 

executive board and the duties of each officer, as stated in our Constitution, have 
remained fairly static.   

In the coming months, your current board will begin its review of SNCAôs Constitu-
tion, Bylaws, and ñBoard Bookò--  a more informal description of roles and responsi-
bilities.  We will be proposing changes intended to equalize the workload, improve 
administrative efficiency, codify expectations, increase participation, and address 
the reality of operating in an electronic environment.    

One significant change that has been in the works for two years concerns the role 
of SNCAôs immediate past president.  According to our current Constitution, this 
person rotates from the position of president to education committee chair, and 
then by tradition to nominating committee chair the following year.  When added to 
the year SNCA presidents necessarily spend as vice president and program chair, it 
creates a burdensome 4 -year minimum commitment to SNCAôs board.  We hope 
that by eliminating service as education committee chair and making that an elect-

ed position, we can simultaneously improve our educational initiatives and the 
quality of life for SNCA past presidents! An amendment with unanimous board ap-
proval proposes that the past president instead rotate directly into the less de-

manding role of nominating chair, which will no longer be an ex -officio position.  

However, even this one proposed change will require amendment of our Constitu-
tion and change to the Bylaws, each of which has a different membership approval 

process that was delineated long before the age of e -mail or online voting capabili-
ties.   As your executive board navigates this process, we will be soliciting input 
from recent past officers, but we also invite suggestions and opinions from the gen-
eral membership.  You can view our governing documents from the ñAbout SNCAò 
link on our webpage, and send your comments to any SNCA executive board mem-
ber.  We appreciate your help as SNCA grows into the 21 st  century!  

From the President                                       Cat McDowell  
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Events and Programs  

SNCA members visit Etherington during social  

On Thursday, September 15, several Triad area SNCA members gathered at the world -

renowned Etherington Conservation Center in Browns Summit, NC immediately north of 

Greensboro where they toured the binding and paper conservation facilities.   Senior Rare Book 

Conservator Matt Johnson lead the group through multiple staging areas where skilled paper 

and printed matter conservators displayed their work and answered questions about processes 

and equipment for paper and bound item conservation. The SNCA members who attended 

highly recommend a tour of Etherington's facilities, as their craftsmanship remains astounding 

and their new digital initiatives for scanning and electronic storage of materials have become a 

significant growth area for their world -class conservation enterprises.   For a taste of Ethering-

ton Conservation Services accomplishments and offerings, visit their handsome website at 

http://www.etheringtoncs.net/ .  Afterwards the group journeyed to Graffitti's Bistro, sharing 

scrumptious appetizers and backgrounds of Triad area SNCA participants.  

 

Save the date!  The 2011 North Carolina Preservation Consortium Annual Conference will be 

held November 18, 2011 at the Friday Center for Continuing Education at UNC Chapel Hill. The 

title of this yearôs conference is ñAdvocating for Collections Preservation.ò Please visit NCPCôs 

website for more information http://www.ncpreservation.org/   

 

 

  

Message from the Program Committee            Ray Christian  

The 2012 annual conference for the Society of North Carolina Archivists will take place 

March 28 through 30 on the campus of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Addi-

tional information and calls for proposals will be coming soon, so stay tuned for more details. 

Hope to see you there!   

 

http://www.etheringtoncs.net/
http://www.ncpreservation.org/
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ARCHIVES WEEK 2011: October 24 - 30, 2011  

The Society of North Carolina Archivists (SNCA) will host the 

seventh annual North Carolina Archives Week October 24 -30, 2011. 

The celebration seeks to raise public awareness of unique genealog-

ical and historical collect ions housed in over 180 m em ber inst itu-

tions throughout North Carolina. This yearôs theme, ñThe 150th An-

niversary of the U.S. Civil War,ò invites institutions throughout the 

state to reflect on the war and its impact. Look for institutions in 

your community to feature programs, exhibits, open houses and 

workshops related to the war or to other unique collections 

throughout the month of October.  

Guilford College's Friends Historical Collection is commemorating 

the Civil War theme by highlighting the experiences of Quaker con-

scientious objectors from 1861 -  1865.  A small exhibit will be on 

site and its online resources on the subject will be expanded with 

additions to the "North Carolina Quakers and the Civil War" online collection.  This collection 

began with the digitization of the John B. Crenshaw Papers in 2005 through an NC -ECHO LSTA 

grant and continues as a growing resource.  The Friends Historical Collection also plans to host 

the dedication of a new marker commemorating the historical and ecological importance of the 

college's woods.  The archives provides assistance to students and community members each 

year as they use documents and maps to learn more about Guilfordôs rich local history.  Other 

campus activities include annual Archives Week "Behind the Scene Tours" and trivia quizzes 

posted through the college's daily online newsletter.  See www.guilford.edu/fhc  for more infor-

mation and event details in October.  

The North Carolina State Archives will host Triangle Home Movie Day Saturday, October 15, 

2011, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the N.C. State Archives auditorium at 109 East Jones 

Street in Raleigh. The public is invited to bring amateur home movies and have them shown. 

The films will be inspected, screened, and digitized, and a DVD copy of the movie will be made 

for participants free of charge. The N.C. State Archives co -sponsors the event with the Film 

Studies Program at NCSU and AV Geeks Transfer Service.  

Visit SNCA at www.ncarchivists.org  for further information about the organization and infor-

mation on events taking place around the state.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Caption: Tilghman Vestal, a Quaker conscientious objector who kept a diary of his 

experiences during the Civil War in  1866. Courtesy of Friends Historical Collection, Guil-

ford College, Greensboro, N.C.  

 

http://www.guilford.edu/fhc
http://www.ncarchivists.org
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Publications  

Stephen J. Fletcher , the Photographic Archivist at UNC Chapel Hill, 

had his case study, ñA View to A View to Hugh : Reflections on the Crea-

tion of a Processing Blog,"  published in the newly released SAA publica-

tion A Different Kind of Web:  New Connections Between Archives and 

Our Users.  

 

 

New Acquisitions & News about Collections  

East Carolina Universityôs Joyner Library has received the following collection:  

WVOT (Radio Station: Wilson, N.C.) Collection  

A scrapbook, circa 1948, entitled ñThe Story of WVOT: Wilsonôs Voice of Tobacco Land.ò It con-

tains 8ò x 10ò and smaller black and white glossy photographs, holograph text and captions, and 

newspaper clippings pertaining to the organization and early development of a private radio sta-

tion in Wilson, North Carolina. Photographs in the scrapbook depict the stationôs founders 

(Tommy Williams, Ted Leeper, Joel Lawhon, and Nick Pieler) and business partner (H. W. Ander-

son); the Wilson Tobacco Festival of 1947; aerial views of the Wilson; local tobacco warehouses; 

Wilsonôs business district; interior and exterior views of the radio station; special events involving 

the radio station, including those at local businesses and one depicting Arthur Godfrey; and Afri-

can American singers participating in the stationôs one-hour program for African Americans, 

ñSepia Serenade.ò Also included is an economic survey of the City of Wilson.  
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New Acquisitions & News about Collections (cont.)  

From Alabama to Zimbabwe and all the way to Australia, you can now browse a growing list of 

geographic locations that are associated with the far - reaching manuscript and archival collec-

tions that are open for research at East Carolina Universityôs Special Collections Divi-

sion .   To start your adventure, head on over to: http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/

browse.aspx?by=geographic  

Here, you can scroll through an alphabetic list of location names, and you can also browse the 

map, clicking on any of the location clusters to zoom in for a closer look.   Once you have made 

a selection, you will see a pop -up that tells you how many collections that are associated with 

that location.   If youôre unfamiliar with a particular location, you can click on the ñWikipedia 

pageò link to find out more. 

This first crop of geographic locations has been culled from an array of Library of Congress 

Subject Headings and geographic card catalog entries that have already been applied to our 

collection guides over the years.   At launch, we have plotted 443 different locations, which 

contain 1,211 connections to our collections.   As more collections are cataloged, the number of 

locations and their connections will grow, strengthening this resource and making it even more 

useful as a starting point for serious research, or even just a casual online adventure.  

For questions, contact the Special Collections Division at specialcollections@ecu.edu  or 252 -

328 -6671.  

 

 

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/browse.aspx?by=geographic
http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/special/ead/browse.aspx?by=geographic
mailto:specialcollections@ecu.edu
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Exhibits and Online Collections  

Digital Collections at UNC Charlotte Now Live  

Digital Collections at Atkins Library is now available at  http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu  and 

features digitized versions of Special Collections and University Archives holdings from the J. 

Murrey Atkins Library at UNC Charlotte.  

 

Inaugural collections include:  

-  photographs from noted Charlotte photographer  Steve Perille , who captured extraordinary 

images of everyday life;  

-  Historic Charlotte postcards from the  Mary Boyer Collection ;  

-  The William H. Sumner Collection , which includes photographs of Charlotte from the 1940s 

and 1950s;  

-  Aerial Photographs of UNC Charlotte and University City , which illustrate the rapid and ex-

tensive growth of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte and the surrounding neighbor-

hood, University City.  

 

Approximately 2,000 unique items are currently part of Digital Collections at Atkins Library, 

with more being added regularly. Please contact Kristy Dixon, Digital Programs Archivist, at 

kristy.dixon@uncc.edu  with any questions or suggestions .  

IMAGE DETAIL: Ruby  Moose,  Charlotte  parking  meter checker. Charlotte, North Carolina, 

1973. From the Steve Perille Collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu
http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15483coll4
http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15483coll1
http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15483coll3
http://digitalcollections.uncc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16033coll5
mailto:kristy.dixon@uncc.edu
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ROADSIDE AMERICA, THEN AND NOW: NEW DIGITAL 

COLLECTION DOCUMENTS THE HISTORY OF OUTDOOR 

ADVERTISING  

 

Like them or not, billboards are part of the American land-

scape. They tell us where to fill up on gas, local peaches, 

and pecan logs. They encourage us to try new products. 

They display photos of wanted criminals and missing per-

sons. They educate, entertain, and frustrate us, cluttering up 

the landscape and guiding us to fresh coffee and clean restrooms. Unavoidable as they are, 

they also provide a fascinating window on American popular culture.  

 

Now more than 27,000 images of billboards and other outdoor advertisements have been dig-

itized and made available online by Duke University Libraries . The new digital collection, 

ROAD 2.0 (available online at http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/outdoor_advertising/ ) 

brings together a vast collection of historical advertising images from the John W. Hartman 

Center for Sales, Marketing & Advertising History, part of Dukeôs Special Collections Library. 

The images, most of them taken between the 1930s and 1980s, include not only billboards but 

also wall paintings, electric ñspectacularsò (such as the neon signs in New Yorkôs 

Times  Square), bus shelters, taxi displays, and behind - the -scenes shots of outdoor ads under 

construction and sign painters at work.  

 

The images for ROAD 2.0 were digitized with the assistance of a grant from the National His-

torical Publications and Records Commission. Most of them come from the papers of the Out-

door Advertising Association of America, the primary professional organization for the modern 

outdoor advertising industry since 1891. (For complete descriptions of the Hartman Centerôs 

outdoor advertising collections, visit the Centerôs website at http://library.duke.edu/

specialcollections/hartman/ .)  

 

Ann Stringfield of InfoCrofters recently contracted with the Archives of the Center for Pop-

ular Music in Murfreesboro, TN to com bine nine separate archival databases into one searcha-

ble online database catalog of over 90,000 diverse format holdings ðbooks, recordings, photo-

graphs, journals, sheet music, manuscripts, posters, etc.   Using database software tools avail-

able via I nMagic software reseller I nfoCrofters, re-

searchers of popular music now have the ability to 

retrieve data from a comprehensive online catalog 

searching across over 90,000 records with en-

hanced search screens and reports.   Who knew 

"Blue Suede Shoes" was performed by the San Jo-

se Ballet?   Now we do!   Visit http://

popmusic.mtsu.edu/collections/advanced -

search.aspx   

Exhibits and Online Collections (cont.)  

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/outdoor_advertising/
http://library.duke.edu/specialcollections/hartman/
http://library.duke.edu/specialcollections/hartman/
http://popmusic.mtsu.edu/collections/advanced-search.aspx
http://popmusic.mtsu.edu/collections/advanced-search.aspx
http://popmusic.mtsu.edu/collections/advanced-search.aspx

