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Betty Carter speaking at the 2009 Women Veterans
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Virginia G. Mattson in WAVES seersucker uniform, taken
while she was stationed at the Naval Supply Depot in
Mechanicsburg, PA, from 1945 to 1946.
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Portrait of Dorothy Jordan in WAC uniform, circa 194
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About the: Waomen: Yeterans
Histosical «Praojeets

The WVHP documents the contributions of women in the military and
related service organizations since WWI.

Materials in the collections include:
A\ Oral Histories

Photographs

Letters

Diaries

Scrapbooks

Military manuals and records
Military patches and insignia
Uniforms

Posters

Recruiting brochures and other ephemera
Monographs
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The WVHP primarily focuses on collections from the
twentieth century, with materials pertaining to World
War |, World War 1, the Korean War, the Vietnam War,
and Mideast conflicts.

The WVHP contains:

A Over 500 Individual Collections
A Over 300 Oral Histories

A Over 200 Textiles

A Over 2000 photographs

A 21 scrapbooks

A Thousands of letters, recruiting brochures,
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The Women Veterans Historical Collection documents the female experience in the Armed Forces through letters, papers, photographs, published materials,
uniforms, artifacts, and oral histories. It contains more than one hundred manuscripts collections and more than two hundred oral history interviews. Housed
and maintained in the University Archives in Jackson Library, the materials are a research collection for scholars of military history as well as women's studies.
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Oral lustory interview with Rachel Summers McGee, 1999
Object ID: WYv0016.5.001

Description: Documents Rachel Leuella Summers McGee’s early life; her service with the Women’s aArmy aAuxiliary Corps (WaAC) from
1942 to 1943; and her life after World War II.

Summary: McGee discusses her decision to join the army and people’s reaction to women in the military at great length. She
comments on her reasons for enlisting in the army; her patriotism; how men and civilians perceived and judged women in the
military; the responsibility she felt to succeed in her job; and why she left the army in 1943. McGee also describes her basic training
at Fort Des Moines in Iowa and her work in the communications center at Fort Knox in Kentucky. Topics pertaining to basic training
in November 1942 include the weather; WAAC uniforms; KP duty; driling; and the notion that early WaAACs were guinea pigs.
Subjects related to the communications center in Fort Knox include McGee’s social life; her relationship with her male coworkers; her
desire to prove herself as a capable worker; and working with American soldiers who had been AWOL and were then assigned to
clean army buildings. McGee also notes that she served in an honor guard at the Kentucky Derby with several WaAACs and that her
picture was on the cover of Army Life magazine. Personal topics include McGee’s work with Western Union and the difficult transition
to civilian lifefor the McGees.

Creator: Rachel Leuella Summers McGee

Biographical Info: Rachel Leuella Summers McGee (1920-2007) of Greensboro, North Carolina, was a teletype operator in the
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) from 1942 to 1943,

Collection: Rachel Summers McGee Papers

Rights: It is responsibility of the user to follow the copyright law of the United States (Title 17, U.S. Code). Materials are not to be
reproduced in published works without written consent, and any use should credit Jackson Library, The University of North Carolina
at Greensboro.

Full Text:

[My name is Hermann Trojanowski], and today is January 13, 1999, I'm at the home of Rachel McGee to conduct an
interview for the Women Yeterans Historical Collection.

Mrs. McGee, thank you so much for talking with me today. and to start with, could you give me some basic biographical
information about yourself, such as your name, your hometown, a little bit about your family, the dates you were in the
military service, the age that you entered, and your rank?

I'm originally from Greensboro, North Carolina, believe it or not, and I'm one of five children.

[Interview interrupted]
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Recruiting brochure for Women Marines, circa 1950
WV#0002, General Printed Materials




Women Marines basic training class at Camp
Lejeune NC in early 1944
From the Marian Gol&rugmanPapers W¥ 0354




Review for General Littleton Waller, 1944
From the AudreXnyrimMattern Papers WV#0043




Women Marines around sign at Caniejeune circa 1944
From the Nina JohnsdWiglesworthPapers WV#0132




Women Marines at work at basic training at Canhejeune 1945
Margaret Helen "JuneCrowelPapers, WV#0137




Sleeping quarters of the Women's Reserve barracks at Camp
Lejeune circa 1944.
From the Nina JohnsdWiglesworthPapers, WV#0132




Women Marines of the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station at Edenton, Nortk

Carolina, pose for a formal group picture while presenting a show to prompte
the sale of War Bonds in 1944.

From the Katherine Faye Giles Papers WV#0215




U.S. Marine Corps Women's Reserve company at Parris Islgnd,
South Carolina, marches in formation circa 1960.
From the Margaret Helen "Jun€rowelPapers, WV#0137
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The Pill PusheMarch 14, 1944
From the Catherine "Kay" Cox Papers WV#0366
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BE A MARINE...
Free a Marine to fight

U.S. MARINE CORPS WOMEN'S RESERVE

Be a Marine...Free a Marine to Fight, 1943
WV#0002, General Printed Materials




Portrait of Mary McLeod Rogers in 1945.
From the Mary McLeod Rogers Papers WV#0134




Portrait of HelenBoileauHester andRasHester, both in U.S. Marine
uniforms, 1945.
From the HelemBoileauHester Papers WV#0128




