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THE DORIS DUKE COLLECTION




THE COLLECTION

Donated to Duke University Archives in July
2009 by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation

Approximately 800 linear feet of materials (or
around 600,000 items)

Diverse collection of materials

Complicated structure




SETTING THE STAGE

Doris Duke Exhibit was slated for January 13,
2011 installation

Challenges:
New to the position
Tight deadlines
Newbie curators
Ginormous collection!



Yikes!!



EARLY VICTORIES

Exhibit dovetailed nicely into initial processing
projects

Support of supervisor
Early support from the Exhibit Coordinator
PR boost



DOING THE WORK: THE PROCESS

We culled through boxes and boxes of material
| ooking for the orighto 1 ter

Thematically consistent
Aesthetically pleasing

Show chosen items to Exhibit Coordinator

Collectively decide if something was in or out

through discussion, mock display, contemplation,
flash of inspiration, debate, gnashing of teeth, arm
wrestling, etc.

Rinse, Rather, Repeateée til]l



CREATING THE EXHIBIT : SOME CHOICES

WERE REALLY EASY TO MAKE

STATE OF NEW YORK.
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SOME CHOICES WERE REALLY HARD TO




CREATING THE DISPLAY




COLLABORATING BEYOND THE GALLERY

v
R

-

A
C~_

GIS Developer




AN INTERACTIVE MAP!

DUKE UNIV ik Doris Duke

f=—__ S

LIBRARIES

Duke Libraries > Exhibits > Doris Duke

1938 Journey to the Middle East

Slide to view current map:
Introduction

Philanthropist
Environmentalist
Preservationist

Running an Estate

Music Lover

Doris Duke's Home Movies

1938 Journey to the Middle East

Gallery Talk. Feb 24, 4pm

About Archives
Previous Page Next Page

In the spring of 1938, Doris Duke Cromwell, accompanied by her husband James
Cromwell and five companions, traveled nearly six weeks throughout the Middle East
to acquire works of art for Shangri La, her Hawaiian estate which was under
construction at the time.

Follow the Journey through the Middle East

Follow Doris and James' journey throughout the Middle East by clicking the individual

points on the map, the city names in the navigation bar above the map, or the Previous

Stop and Next Stop arrows above the navigation bar. Start the journey by selecting Alexandria, Egypt. Each succeeding
destination on the navigation bar is in the same order the travelers followed. Find details, photographs, and artifacts for
various stopovers below the map. To view a larger version of an image, scroll down the page and then click directly onto
the image. A new browser tab will open.




| DENTIFYING | MAGES

Subiject Librarian
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GEO-TAGGED PHOTOS AND PURCHASES

1938 Journey to the Middle East

Slide to view current map:

. (' -
Alexandria I Cairo

After leaving Alexandria, the travelers flew to Cairo and stayed for one night on March 14th, 1938. During this short visit,
Doris purchased several art objects for her home including a 19th century side table and benches (see images above).
Indian drape fabric in a Cairo shop also caught her eye. Doris envisioned using this fabric for curtains at Shangri La,
however there was an insufficient amount of fabric in Cairo to fulfill her requirements. Her husband wrote to Ganeshi Lall
& Son (see correspondence from James Cromwell) in Agra, India, who were the owners of the shop in Cairo, to inquire
about fulfilling Doris’ request. The fabric was eventually purchased and custom made into curtains for the Playhouse
living room at Shangri La which can be seen above.




WORKING WITH FILM
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Web Designer

Film Archivist




HOME MOVIES ON YOU T UBE
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THE FINAL PRODUCT!




