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THE  DORIS DUKE  COLLECTION  



THE  COLLECTION  

ºDonated to Duke University Archives in July 

2009 by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation  

ºApproximately 800 linear feet of materials (or 

around 600,000 items)  

ºDiverse collection of materials  

ºComplicated structure  

 



SETTING  THE  STAGE  

ºDoris Duke Exhibit was slated for January 13, 

2011 installation  

ºChallenges:  

· New to the position  

· Tight deadlines  

· Newbie curators  

·Ginormous collection!  

 



Yikes!! 



EARLY  VICTORIES  

ºExhibit dovetailed nicely into initial processing 

projects  

ºSupport of supervisor  

ºEarly support from the Exhibit Coordinator  

ºPR boost 

 



DOING  THE  WORK :  THE  PROCESS 

ºWe culled through boxes and boxes of material 

looking for the òrightó items 

· Thematically consistent  

· Aesthetically pleasing  

ºShow chosen items to Exhibit Coordinator  

ºCollectively decide if something was in or out  

· through discussion, mock display, contemplation, 

flash of inspiration, debate, gnashing of teeth, arm 

wrestling, etc.  

ºRinse, Rather, Repeaté till we got it òrightó. 

 



CREATING  THE  EXHIBIT : SOME  CHOICES  

WERE  REALLY  EASY  TO MAKE  



SOME  CHOICES  WERE  REALLY  HARD  TO 

MAKE  



CREATING  THE  DISPLAY  



COLLABORATING  BEYOND  THE  GALLERY  

GIS Developer  



AN I NTERACTIVE  MAP! 



I DENTIFYING  I MAGES   

Subject Librarian  



DDCF Archivist  

Shangri La Curator  



GEO-TAGGED  PHOTOS  AND  PURCHASES  



WORKING  WITH  FILM  

Web Designer  

Film Archivist  



HOME  MOVIES  ON YOUTUBE  



THE  FINAL  PRODUCT ! 


